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illustrated. 1885 Excerpt: . . . Human History, say the philosophers, is the evolution o events which lie already in
their causes, as the properties of geometrical figures lie in the scientific definition of those figures. The qualities
which Euclid proves to belong to the circle, exist in the circle eternally. There is no before and no after, and the
sense of sequence is only in the successive steps by which proposition after proposition is made known to the
limited understanding of man. In like manner the unnumbered multitude of living things, the animated throng
of beings which fill the air, and crowd the water and the earth, lie potentially in the elemental germs out of
which they seem to be developed; and the life of the individual man, the long sequel of the acts and fortunes of
his race, and all that he has done and is to do, till the type is exhausted and gives place to other combinations,
is governed by laws as inherent and as necessary as those through which the mathematician develops his
inferences from the equation of an ellipse. Were the equation of man constructed out of elements as few and
simpli, we should know all that has been, and all that is to be, without moving from our library chairs; but with
the knowledge we should lose the uncertainty which gives life its purpose and its interest. The pleasure of
existence depends upon its anxieties, and if we are indeed but the automata spiritualia...
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