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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 edition. Excerpt: . Doctrine and Conduct. Jesus answered them, and said, my
doctrine is not mine but his that sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be
of God, or whether | speak of myself. --John VII, 16 and 17. A few words will suffice to put us in possession of the
circumstances which elicited from Jesus the declaration of our text. He has been speaking to the people out of
the wealth of his spiritual experience, and in so doing has taught the doctrine of the new birth and of the
spiritual meat and drink which the doing of the father s will provides for the newborn child of God. The Jews
who hear him are not only astonished at his erudition but are also scandalized by the fact that he is an
unauthorized teacher. Jesus is a layman and not a cleric. He has never attended the Theological Seminary in
Jerusalem, neither has he been graduated as a Rabbi or properly commissioned as a Rabbi s assistant. He is, in
short, a free lance. The people, therefore, want to know by what authority he purposes to support his doctrine.
The Scribes teach their doctrines on the authority of Moses and the Prophets. Here are certain maxims, tenets,
principles, they say. They are to be proved from Holy Writ. They are the precepts of the Fathers: they are the
traditional faith. Hence the true Israelite...
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